
Presidents
1973-1974 Pat O’Brien – Crystal City
1974-1975 Harold Austin – Mehlville
1975-1976 Ron Bruch – Independence
1976-1977 Judy Behnke – Hickman Mills
1977-1978 Clarence Siebert – Hazelwood
1978-1979 Tony Rollins – Center
1979-1980 Lona Lewis – Parkway
1980-1981 Ron Boeth – Pattonville
1981-1985 Lona Lewis – Parkway
1985-1986 Shirley Cromer – North Kansas City
1986-1995 Martha Karlovetz – Parkway
1995-2001 Donna Collins – Grandview
2001-2007 Greg Jung – Ritenour
2007-2013 Chris Guinther – Francis Howell
2013-present  Charles E. Smith – Center

Vice Presidents
1980-1981 Wayne Ward – Excelsior Springs
1981-1983 Felicia Bamer – Rockwood
1983-1985 Shirley Cromer – North Kansas City
1985-1986 Martha Karlovetz – Parkway
1986-1995 Donna Collins – Grandview
1995-2001 Greg Jung – Ritenour
2001-2007 Chris Guinther – Francis Howell
2007-2013 Charles Smith – Center
2013-present Brent Fullington – Springfield

NEA Directors for Missouri
1973-1974 Pat O’Brien – Crystal City
1974-1981 Ruth Keeling – Normandy
1981-1984 Harold Austin – Mehlville
1984-1990 Greg Jung – Van Far, Ritenour
1990-1995 John Stauffer – Springfield
1990-1993 Ruthanne Phillips – Independence
1993-1999 Chris Guinther – Francis Howell
1995-1999 Ben Simmons – Independence
1999-2002 Bill Guinther – Parkway
1999-2007 Charles Smith – Center
2002-2004 Jack Williamson – Rockwood
2004-2008 Don Schulte – Pattonville
2007-2013 Julia Todd – Raymore-Peculiar
2008-2011 Brent Fullington – Springfield
2011-2017   Phil Murray – Poplar Bluff
2013-present  Lisa Kickbusch – Pattonville
2017-present   Rebeka McIntosh – Grandview

Executive Directors
1973-1974 Bruce Ambs
1974-1975 Interim – Dale Robinson, NEA Staff
1975-1979 James Ferguson
1979 Interim: John McCoy, MNEA Staff
1979-1984 James Siebert
1984 Interim: Ann McLaren, NEA staff
1984-1991 Phil Moeckli
1991 Interim: Earl Jones, NEA Staff
1991-2005 Peggy Cochran
2005-2014 Ben Simmons
2014-2016  Peggy Cochran (Interim)
2016-present  DeeAnn Aull

In February 1973, the following concerned Missouri educators met to begin the process 
of creating a new NEA affiliate in Missouri in the event that MSTA was disaffiliated. 
The meeting, called by Pat O’Brien, NEA Director for Missouri, resulted in an interim 
charter for a new organization, which became Missouri NEA. Of these 35 courageous 
leaders, the 10 whose names appear in bold  signed the Declaration of Independence.

Jerry B. Abernathy, St. Louis
Mitchell Bean, Joplin
Judy Behnke, Hickman Mills
Ronald Bruch, Independence
Doris Cagle, St. Charles
Carol Cooley, Park Hill
James Dalton, Poplar Bluff
Tom Dykstra, Bayless
Richard T. Elmore, St. Louis
Karol Finley, Lindbergh
J.E. Giebler, University City
Betty (Goldman) Graham,  St. Charles
Robert L. Graham, University City
Jim Groetsch, St. Louis Suburban
Doug Guthals, North Kansas City
Etta (Harl) Mertens, Hazelwood
Janet Henley, Columbia

Mary Lou Holmes, Springfield
Virginia L. Hurt, Parkway
Lloyd P. Jorgenson, Columbia
Ruth Keeling, Normandy
Mildred King, Springfield
Vito Maniaci, St. Charles
Donn Morrow, Pattonville
Harry Murray, Kirksville
Robert Myers, Poplar Bluff
James E. Richmond, St. Louis
Anna E. Scott, Ritenour
Dave Tarver, North Kansas City
Leroy Walters, Parkway
Cheryl Wheeler, Park Hill
Larry Whitlock, Riverview Gardens
Keith O. Wilson, Wellston
Bud Young, Rockwood

Affton EA
Bayless EA
Belton NEA
Center EA
Crystal City CTA
Ferguson Florissant NEA
Francis Howell CTA
Fort Zumwalt EA
Hancock Place CTA
Hazelwood NEA
Hickman Mills NEA
Independence NEA
Jennings NEA
Joplin NEA
Kirkwood NEA
Lindbergh NEA
Maplewood/Richmond 
Heights EA
Mehlville NEA

NEA St. Louis
Normandy NEA
North Kansas City EA
Northwest EA
Park Hill NEA
Parkway NEA
Pattonville NEA
Poplar Bluff MNEA
Ritenour NEA
Riverview Gardens NEA
Rockwood NEA
Springfield NEA
St. Charles EA
St. Joseph EA
University City EA
Valley Park NEA
Wellston NEA
Wentzville NEA

We are teachers in Missouri. We care about our rights. We care about 

what goes on in the classroom.

For too many years, we have felt helpless in our endeavors to fulfill 

our responsibilities as professional educators. There were always too 

few dollars, too many arbitrary and counterproductive rules and too 

many politicians making political decisions about education.

Teachers had virtually no influence on the politicians or the 

decisions. Now, we seek to change that. We ask only the opportunity 

to mobilize teachers for effective use of our collective power. The 

uses of that power are the prerogative of the affected teacher group, 

whether it be local, state or national. 

A new day has arrived for Missouri teachers. From all areas of the 

state, we are declaring our independence from our old futility, from 

groups dominated by people who did not believe in the collective 

insistence of teachers on better schools, better salaries and better 

protection of teacher rights. 

We make a dual pledge. First, to the teachers of Missouri: that 

our new organization will be built on the principles of justice, 

participatory democracy and commitment to the highest quality 

of education. Second, to the present and future parents of 

Missouri: that the results of our active and concerned teacher 

action will be manifold but will center on ending waste in school 

spending, increasing the quality of teaching and decreasing the 

depersonalization and overcrowding in Missouri schools.

Missouri schools aren’t doing the job. There is no magic formula 

to change that, but we believe that classroom teachers, working 

together, are the best hope for worthwhile change. 

Teachers of Missouri, join us. Together, we are not helpless.

We are at the beginning of a long journey for Missouri teachers 

and Missouri education. We are sustained on this journey by our 

collective belief that something better is possible in Missouri, 

something better for teachers, something better for parents, and, 

most important, something better for students. 

We declare our independence from the hopelessness of the past and 

look forward to the days, months and years of this new journey.

MNEA DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

MNEA OFFICERS

CHARTER LOCALSFOUNDING MEMBERS

Beginning with these 36 charter locals and affiliates in 1973, 
MNEA has grown into a statewide organization with 193 active 
local affiliates and members in 516 school districts 40 years later. 

Unite. inspire. LeAD.

Unite.  
inspire.
Lead.

6:00~6:30 p.m.
Cash bar and group pictures 

6:30~8:30 p.m.
Dinner and program

Presiding: Charles E. Smith, MNEA President

April 21, 2018

Welcome and recognition of special guests
The blessing – Brent Fullington, MNEA Vice President

Comments and introduction of keynote speaker – Charles E. Smith
Keynote – Lily Eskelson Garcia, NEA President

Closing – Charles E. Smith

8:30 p.m.
Candidate hospitality rooms
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